Rockefeller And Gold water 
Pledge Political Silence 


WASHINGTON (AP) - Gov. 
Nelson A. Rockefeller of New 
York and Sen. Barry Goldwater 
of Arizona say they plan no 
political speeches for a month in 
deference to the late President 
John F. Kennedy. 

Rockefeller, who has declared 
himself a candidate for the 1964 
Republican presidential nomina- 
tion, said Monday he will not 
push his candidacy during the 
30-day period of mouning which 
he has decreed for New York 
State. 

Goldwater, who leads polls as 
a potential GOP presidential 
I nominee, but has yet to declare 
himself in the running, told a 


reporter he has canceled three 
television appearances and will 

make no more political speeches 
this year. 

Since the assassination of 
Kennedy “there is an absence 
of anything political to talk 
! about,’’ Goldwater said. 

Rocke'eller said in a state- 
ment that during the 30-day 
mourning period “I shall not: 
participate personally in any 
public activity in connection 
with the Republican presidential 
nomination, nor in any other 
public activities with the excep- 
tion of those falling within my 
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official duties as governor of 
New York State.” . 

Removed As Issue 

Goldwater said that so far as 
he is concerned; the tragic 
sequence of' events has removed 
the Kennedy,.; administration as 
an issue. 

“We want to see what Presi- 
dent Johnson will do,” he said. 
“We do not know what course 
he will take, whether he will 
change some of them. 

“We want to give him all of 
the room he needs to operate 
and all of the help he needs. It 
would not be fair for the oppos- 
ing party to heckle him while 
he is getting organized in his 
new job. Let’s give him a couple 
of months to see what he can 
do.” 

Chairman William E. Miller 
postponed a Dec. 11-14 meeting 
of the National Republican Com- 
mittee and said “total suspen- 
sion of partisan political activity 
is called for” during the period 
‘ of mourning. 

“I pledge that our party will 
stand With the new administra- 
tion in this tragically Unexpect- 
ed process of transition,” Miller 
said. 

Sen. Hugh Scott, R-Pa., wrote 
Sen, Leverett Saltonstall, R- 
Mass„ Monday suggesting that 
the conference of ah G0P sen- 
ators pledge political silence for 
the remainder of the year. 

Of Service To Johnson 

Saltonstall, who heads the 
conference, is expected to react 
favorably. Scott is a former 
Republican national chairman. 
His action had the approval of 


Goldwater and of Sen. Thrustoa 
Morton, chairman of "the party’s 
' senatorial ■ campaign committee. 

Scott said he thought the Re- 
publicans could, be of service to 
Johnson “by sparing the Presi- 
dent the need to divert his 
attention from matters of na- 
tional security as might =be oc- 
casioned by political addresses 
around the country during tha 
remainder of this calendar 
year.” 

Senate Democratic - Leader 
Mike Mansfield of Montana and 
Sen. George A. Smathers of 
Florida, head of the Democratic 
senatorial campaign’ committee, 
[applauded the idea. • 

! Goldwater thought it too- early 
to tell how Kennedy’s death will 
affect the 1964 political .picture. 
As one credited with strong sup- 
port in the South, he. said that 
much may depend on what 
Johnson does about civil rights 
and other issues. 

Asked if the substitution of 
Johnson for Kennedy as a po- 
tentional opponent, plight make 
him more inclined to seek re- 
election to the Senate, Gold- 
water replied with , a laugh: 
“I’ve always told/ you I was 
only running for the Senate.” 



